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In the last the newsletter, you were introduced to the
US Wild Horse and Burro Association and how
they fit in to what we do. In addition to planning
events, educating the general public about wild
horses, they also foster mustangs.

Robin Rivello, President USWHBA, and her
husband Mike Yodice, Secretary USWHBA, have
been fostering BLM Mustangs for years. Last year
alone, they fostered over 10 mustangs and found all
but one of them homes. Here’s the Adopted Wild
Mustang News (AWMN) interview with them.

AWMN: Can you explain how you end up with
Mustangs to foster?
Mike: Throughout the year we attend the BLM
adoptions in the area. Some times they don’t adopt
out all of the Mustangs. Through a “Foster
Agreement” with the BLM, we take 2 or 3 of them
home. During the time we have them; we’ll gentle
them and begin their training to make them more
adoptable.

AWMN: So you’re not taking in previously owned
Mustangs that owners no longer want?
Robin: We do take in previously owned and titled
mustangs. But they are not thru the BLM or the
foster program. We’ve been trying to help out the
horses and the BLM. The foster program saves the
horses the stress of being loaded and shipped again.
This helps the BLM by making the Mustangs more
adoptable.
Mike: We’re seeing more “Titled” mustangs that
are in need of help. Some of the owners didn’t
invest the time and they are not gentled. For the
others, owners have lost their jobs and can’t afford
to keep them. But we are seeing interest in older
mustangs that can begin saddle training, or are
already under saddle.

AWMN: What do you do with the Mustangs after
you’ve gentled them?
Robin: We usually take them to the next BLM

What Else Does the USWHBA do?
adoption and they are adopted there. In addition, we
hold “mini adoptions” of gentled mustangs at a
local feed and tack store. Potential adopters go thru
the same process as if it were a regular BLM
Satellite Adoption. Sometimes we find adopters
right from our farm.

AWMN: Do you get paid for this?
Mike: We get paid $500.00 for each mustang or
burro (up to 5 per person yearly) thru the BLM
foster program as long as we can find a qualified
adopter within 90 days of the date we take
possession of the foster animal.
Robin: We don’t get paid if we exceed the 90 day
deadline. Adopters still only pay the standard $125
adoption fee to the BLM. If the organization gets
money donated to their CARE fund, we use it to
pay for feed and vet bills. Otherwise, the money
comes out of our pocket. And of course we provide
the training for free.

AWMN: Anything else you’d like to share about
your fostering program?
Robin: Yes, if anyone is interested they can adopt
or sponsor a BLM foster mustang or any of the sale
mustangs we have available. We have other fosters
and titled horses available in Connecticut and Ohio
as well. Any money donated is greatly appreciated
and is tax deductible.

For more information on adopting a fostered
mustang contact Robin Rivello at
president@uswhba.org You can check out the
Mustangs available page on their website,
www.uswhba.org. If you are interested in donating
to the care fund or sponsoring a mustang, you can
make out your check to USWHBA. Be sure to note
on the check that it is for “CARE” or “Fostering”.
Be sure to add a note to the envelope if you’d like a
receipt and include your return address. Mail
donations to: USWHBA 23 Hooker St. Jamesburg,
NJ 08831.
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When asked what points she would emphasize
from her Parasite presentation, Dr. Milford replied
with the following:

1. Resistance to dewormers is on the rise and
there doesn’t appear to be any new products in the
pipeline. We need to preserve the wormers we
have and change our approach to deworming.

2. Refugia is our friend. Refugia is a reservoir of
susceptible worms. We don’t want to kill off all
the susceptible worms. If we do, then all we have
left is resistant worms. The goal is management
of worms and not eradication.

3. Perform a McMasters Fecal Egg Count
(FEC). Know who the high and low shedders are.

4. Deworm differently. Instead of deworming

Last Word on Worms

A common symptom of pinworms
in horses is a rubbed tail. The
short frizzy hairs up at the base are
a dead give away that they are
itchy and need some relief. But
before you break out your
dewormer, check for ticks.

Tick season is upon us and those
nasty boogers will attach
themselves anywhere to get a free
meal. See the picture to the right
that was taken in early April. This
tick embedded itself just about the
anus. In less than a day, it caused
this mare to rub her butt and tail.

Pin Worms or Ticks?

The tick is embedded just
above the anus. Note the
abrasions around the base of
the tailbone.

every other month or quarterly, target those horses
that need it. Refer to the revised handout for a
sample deworming program.

5. Include your veterinarian in your deworming
program. Work together to come up with the best
plan for your horses.

Editor’s Note:

Utilize the state lab in Raleigh to save money. They
charge about $10 per sample for a McMasters FEC.

If you’d like a copy of the revised handout from Dr.
Milford’s presentation, email a request to
mustangsally@mustangmisfitranch.com

In some spots on the side and
under the base of her tail, she had
rubbed enough to cause abrasions
in her attempt to get at it.

While pulling the tick off was not a
glamorous job, it provided
immediate relief.

So when your horse starts to rub,
perform a close inspection of the
tail area. Check the on and around
the topside of the tailbone and
work your way down and under in
your search for ticks. Ensure you
have good light – it will make the
smaller ticks easier to spot.

Classified Ads

We have 2 beautiful mustangs listed on the classified ads page on the website and possibly more to come.
Rowdy is an 8-year-old chestnut gelding. He’s been ridden English and Western in the ring and on trails.
Excellent ground manners.

Rico Suave is an 8-year-old dun stallion from the Conger herd in Utah. He was rescued in Moore County
last July. He is back to health and is being ridden.

Check the website for details, photos and contact information.


